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Check out our new GSMAi reports

www.gsma.com/mena

www.gsmaintelligence.com
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http://www.gsma.com/mena
http://www.gsmaintelligence.com/


2020: 400 million unique mobile
subscribers

2021: 250 million 4G connections. 4G
overtakes 3G to become technology

2022: 10 million mobile 5G connections

2023: 500 million smartphone connections

2024: 600 million MBB connections

2025: Almost 60 million 5G connections

Key milestones in the next five years

Source: GSMA Intelligence
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Mobile industry contributed $244bn to MENA  
economy in 2019
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The mobile ecosystem supports nearly 1m jobs  
directly and indirectly across MENA

6 CONFIDENTIAL



4G growth to continue as the 5G journey begins
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5G activities set to gain momentum in non-GCC  
Arab states

The financial impact of  
5G in MENA by 2034 is  
expected to equal $15.4  
billion, representing a  
1.1% increase in GDP.
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By 2025, 5G will account for 85% of capex in MENA
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4G and 5G will drive mobile data traffic in MENA
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5G will enable new IoT solutions for enterprises  
and consumers
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Providing robust and secure connectivity to individuals, businesses and  
governments has never been of greater importance than it is at this critical timeand  
mobile network operators are working round the clock to ensure that  
communications networks are providing the necessary backbone infrastructure for  
communication, alternative work arrangements, supporting the emergency services  
as well as information dissemination.

- Technology neutrality
- Net neutrality
- Financial sustainability of mobile operators
- Network capacity / network stability needs Spectrum & Fair usepolicies
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Stable and predictable policies encourage long-term  
investments
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Thank you

jabbassi@gsma.com
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